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At our Annual Conference day in June, our ‘home’ church minister,
Evan Cockshaw, was the guest speaker. He spoke about the prophet
Elijah from 1 Kings 17, how God had provided food
for him, first by the ravens and then through the
destitute widow at Zarapeth. This godly woman
trusted the Prophet’s words that her meagre
supplies of flour and oil would (miraculously) not
run out until the drought in the land had ended.
We were encouraged to keep
trusting in God’s faithfulness as
we continue to help meet some
of the many ongoing needs of
Bulgaria.

The Conference also marked the launch of a
special appeal for our flagship project, the Blue
House in Sliven. From this Centre a range of
community welfare services are provided to
those in great need and distress. We are the
main financial sup- porter of the Blue
House, while Director Genka and her team in

Sliven are now able to
raise about 20% of their
total monthly budget of

around £3,000. Their
goal is for financial

self - sufficiency
within the next 5
years.

June 20th next
year is the 10th
Anniversary of
the Blue House.

In the year lead-
ing up to this land-

mark date, we are
looking for 200 more
people who are willing
to give just £5 per
month (more if you
can) to help secure
the future of this vi-
tal work by becom-
ing official    patrons.
As a patron, you will
receive your own
copy of a new DVD
about the work of the
Blue House, currently

in production, plus regular reports and prayer updates from us in
addition to our usual newsletter.

 the simplest and most cost
effective way is to use our online facility, within our website:
www.krasifaid.org.uk .  Click on the ‘Donate Now’ button which links

you to our account with BT Mydonate, who also collect
any gift aid available. Once you have registered your
details you then have the option to set up a monthly
payment. Please do contact us if you need any help or
you are not able to give online.

Angel is 69 years old. As the result of
complications due to diabetes, his leg
was amputated. He became increasingly

desperate, bed-bound and not wanting to live. When the Blue House
nursing team first met Angel he was in a very bad condition. His
muscles were atrophied to the point where it was impossible for him
even to sit. After much hard work with both physical rehabilitation
and psychological support, he is now a completely new man. The
result is amazing! He loves to get outside, makes plans for the future
and is ready to have a prosthetic leg.

Another recent case is of a 19 year old young man who was
paralysed after a car accident. Like Angel, he too had no desire to
live as the medical prognosis said that there was no chance of him
ever being able to move even the smallest part of his body.  Despite
this grim outlook, the team started to work with him and they are
very happy to share that already there are some neurological
impulses in his limbs. This is a great encouragement both for the
young man and the nurses. Thank you to all who support the Blue
House. If you are not yet a patron, may we commend this vital work
to you.

The Blue House team & guests

What will the future hold
for these Kermen children?



Brian Glover and Chris Hutchings from Copplestone Methodist
Church in Devon, first visited the Burzitsa Children’s Home in
Bulgaria in 1996. Since then, they have taken teams of volunteers
every year, building a new accommodation block, converting dormi-
tories into family units, carrying out renovation work and installing
new facilities, enabling the Home to teach the children basic life
skills. Over the years the teams have watched the children grow
healthier and happier, although there is still much to be done.

This year, sixteen of us visited Burzitsa from the end of June to the
middle of July. The building work consisted in continuing last year’s
project of refurbishing some of the bedrooms in the boys’ block, an
old building much in need of modernisation. We set ourselves a
target and were able to meet it, with two rooms
looking very different when we left compared to
when we arrived.

Alice Price led a team of energetic and enthusiastic
young people who ran a holiday club for the
children. They focused on illustrating Bible stories
with puppets shows and getting the children
involved in craft work, colouring, making beads
and decorations. Vicky, the daughter of the unfail-
ingly friendly owner of the guest house where we
stay in Provadia, acted as our interpreter.

We all got involved playing table tennis and table
football with the children while the more energetic
created a group football competition, played in
baking sunshine on a concrete south-facing pitch.
The Bulgarian teenagers are wizards at both table
tennis and football and – we have to admit – beat
the Devonians in the end!

The temperature this year was in the mid-30's on most days. On one
gloriously sunny Thursday, we took the children by coach to
Kamcija on the Black Sea coast where they enjoyed cooling down
by playing ball games with us in the sea, taking a boat trip up the
Kamcija river and sharing a delicious lunch with cool drinks in the
welcome shade.

At a party on the final Saturday, we discovered that the children had
never played ‘Pass the Parcel’. They soon got the idea, even if the
noise was deafening as they peeled off the layers of paper wrapping!

If we had hired a sturdy minibus and driven south we could, in
some hours, have crossed the Greek border and reached the route
of the first stage of Paul’s missionary journey described in Acts
16-18. So that is what we studied in our daily team devotions,
discovering that many of the issues the great Apostle to Europe
addressed are as relevant today as they were 2000 years ago.
Brian, Chris and Roger also had the opportunity to preach at
churches in Shumen and Varna. Several members of the team were
able to join the congregation at the First Baptist Church in Varna
where the members of Pastor Alex Groznev’s church can always be
guaranteed to give us a hearty welcome.

We are monitoring the Bulgarian Government’s policies towards the
care of children with interest but feel confident that Burzitsa will
continue to have an important, if changing, role to play for the
foreseeable future. I shall never forget the tears in the eyes of both
children and team as we drove away from the Home on our last full
day there. Real friendships had been made.

These children, like children everywhere, long for love and respond
from the bottom of their hearts when they see it in action.

According to the Bible, ‘Religion that God our Father accepts as pure
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their
distress’ (James 1:27). Thank you for your continued interest and
support of all aspects of this work in Bulgaria. If you would like to
know more, please contact Brian or Tris Glover via the Krasif office.

For several years now, teams from Devon, Surrey and Norfolk have
spent a total of four or five weeks working at Burzitsa. Great
changes are still taking place, year on year. Three of the four
planned, self-contained, residential units have been completed,
providing smaller places with more of a family atmosphere for the
children, eliminating such things as bullying and violence.

The fourth such unit is on hold as far as teams from the UK are
concerned, due both to the high building costs involved and the
remaining uncertainty about the log term future of Children’s Homes
in Bulgaria as policy moves towards fostering (article in prev. issue).

A new all-weather, hard-surfaced sports area has been a marvellous
addition to the outdoor activity facilities at Burzitsa.

Also, one of the recent UK team members is a Tae Kwando tutor
who was able to teach and grade several of the older boys.

Support, especially by the Devon area teams and churches, has
been very generously given. Once again, shoe boxes were sent to
Burzitsa at Christmas time, enabling each youngster at the Home
to have a box for Christmas and an additional one for their birthday.
The residue of boxes, which numbered several hundred, was given
to the First & Second Baptist Churches in Varna for distribution to
other children and Children’s Homes. Money for shoes and Welling-
ton boots for every child was donated and money for food and
medical requirements has been sent on a regular basis.

In every respect, the conditions for the Director, her staff and
especially the children at Burzitsa has improved beyond  our wildest
dreams. Even though there remains an uncertain future until
long-term national policy is implemented, there can be no doubt
that a good quality of life for all has been achieved.



Of all the men in a Social Home in the Sliven region of Bulgaria,
Vasko was the one I loved the best. This was because of his
determined spirit, love for life and his recognition of and affection
for me, despite all the restrictions of his disabilities and a lifetime
of poverty.

He was born in Sofia and from early childhood lived in various
social institution and hospitals. He was transferred to the Sliven
Social Home in 2006, with admission documents that spoke only of
aggression and difficult behaviour, muteness and a diagnosis of

“Idiot”. No family was known of.

In repose he looked sad but was easily stimulated to smile and
laugh.  Though having no speech, he was well able to communicate
his wants and needs.  He liked to choose his clothes and favourite
foods.  He loved all movement and though he was unable to walk
he steered himself around skilfully in his wheelchair with one foot
or was pushed along by another resident on a walk on fine days.
He enjoyed moving to music, catching and throwing a ball. He
could crawl fast if need be and negotiate obstacles!

But Vasko’s greatest love was cars and lorries. Going out in the
minibus, to which a gift from the UK made a major contribution,
brought joy to his life in his last 18 months. When I visited the
Home in November 2011, I joined an outing to a Sladkarnitsa (Cake
and Coffee shop) in a town an hour drive away. We enjoyed giant
cream cakes together in the warm autumn sun. He loved these
outings – to nearby villages and towns, to the zoo, as a guest of a
local Mayor and a Home for Older People. These were his first
experiences of life outside an institution. He could be unpredictable
and angry on occasions, but he had much to frustrate him.

Vasko died in his sleep. We trust God that he is in a better place.

Evelyn Wilson, Holy Trinity Church, Wimbledon

Thank you very much to everyone who responded to our urgent plea
in the last issue of Krasif News for funds to despatch the last in a
very long line of 40 foot aid containers. We have been sending these
annually for about 13 years. Thanks to your generosity we were able
get this final one shipped out in July.

The needs remain great in Bulgaria. However, the logistics of
handling and the costs of sending a full container load have
become increasingly difficult in recent times, both here in the UK
and also in Sliven. In light of this we have devised a new, simpler
scheme for the future, which we commend to you.

We invite you to collect and box up a selection of aid goods from our
list, sufficient to make up a standard pallet (approximately 85 cubic
feet). When ready, this can be delivered to a warehouse in Smeth-
wick (nr. Birmingham) to be loaded onto a pallet and shrunk-
wrapped, then despatched to Bulgaria by road in just 14 days ... at
a cost contribution to you of £150.

If you are able to palletise the goods, we will arrange collection from
you for the same cost. You may need the help of a local business to
wrap and band your pallet and provide suitable access for the load
to be lifted into a van.  The plan is ideal for a church or group project
or maybe for two or more churches/groups to combine their efforts
locally, thus sharing the cost and speeding up the process.

Before you start, do contact us to discuss the items needed in
 Bulgaria – we can provide a list.
Buy  collect the correct quantity of goods to make up a pallet,
 pack them in boxes and make a simple inventory.
Raise the shipping costs of £150 through a fund-raising event
 or by donations
Contact us when you are ready to despatch  arrange collection
We will arrange handling and onward delivery to Bulgaria
through our brilliant shipping agent in Birmingham, (who just
happens to be Chris Clarke’s brother, John!)

Déjà vu. Shifting pallets
of aid bound for Bulgaria

back in 2005
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Please return this form to: Brian & Chris Clarke, Krasif Aid, 32 Daw End Lane, Walsall, West Midlands WS4 1JR
Tel: 01922 645112    Mob: 07990 543406    Email: brianchris@krasifaid.org.uk    Web: www.krasifaid.org.uk

Company Limited by Guarantee in England & Wales No: 6533519       Registered Charity Number: 1123948

KRASIF Response Slip

NAME:

ADDRESS:

                             POST CODE:

TEL:                  E-MAIL:

PRINT CLEARLY

NOTE: If the project or ministry for which a gift or donation is received has already been
fully funded, discontinued or cannot be completed for whatever reason, the Trustees of

Krasif Aid will use those funds where they feel it is most appropriate. For legal and
accounting reasons, all gifts or donations will be accepted only on this basis.

‡

DONATIONS

 ONLINE: with or without Gift Aid - Please log onto

www.krasifaid.org.uk and click on DONATE NOW

 CHEQUES without Gift Aid

I enclose a cheque payable to ‘Krasif Aid’ for £

to be used where needed most

for the following purpose

for STANDING ORDERS or CHEQUES with Gift Aid

(minimum £30) Please tick the box      and we will contact you.

NEWSLETTERS & PRAYER UPDATES

Please send me news & information by       EMAIL ONLY

or please post          PAPER COPY/IES (please specify quantity)

‡

The variation in life satisfaction among countries is huge (see
chart). Countries at the top of the league (all of them developed)
score up to eight out of ten; countries at the bottom (mostly
African, but with Haiti and Iraq putting in a sad, but not surprising,
appearance) score as low as three. Latin Americans are cheerful,
the ex-Soviet Union spectacularly miserable, and the saddest
place in the world, relative to its income per person, is Bulgaria.
(source: The Economist, June 10th 2012)

Prayer remains a vital part of the ministry of Krasif Aid. We have
included here just a few of the key points prayed for at our June
conference. We invite you to join with us and hold these issues
in your prayers too ...

The Blue House - encouragement for Genka and the team;
Crafts and skills training - helping social integration;
Influence in community - equipping and resourcing

Churches - Unity amongst evangelicals; Good relationships
between orthodox and evangelical churches; Partner-
ship in the Gospel to change lives

The Nation of Bulgaria - Good Government; Corruption to
be defeated; Social/economic issues; Poverty and
Unemployment; Revival

Old Children’s Homes / New Safe Houses – Government
plans for closure of orphanages in 2014; Especially
future plans for Burzitsa and Kermen Homes; Fostering
Project in Sliven and integration into Social Services.

UK Teams –The vital impact of teams in Bulgaria and also
on those taking part; Safety

Krasif Aid – Finances; Management Board members

We all joined in this corporate prayer…
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Our conference day in June
had many encouragements,
but one very special part
was the wonderful Craft
Shop selling great products
created by many of the
young people at St.Thomas’
Church, Aldridge. Thanks to
all who made and all who
bought the handiwork. More than £600 was raised for projects in
Bulgaria ... a brilliant result and well worthwhile.

Board members, Roger & Eileen Wilcox, spent ten days in April with Sliven Congregational Church, for the purpose of a ministry
tour of their daughter churches in the villages. A seven minute video of the visit can be seen at http://youtu.be/sYrwP_wlyK0


